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which rests, and for many years must continue to rest,
largely on British troops, is fully assured ; that relations
with foreign states, with the ultimate possibilities of war
which they involve, are conducted under its authority;
that the conditions of internal security are maintained;
that financial obligations are provided for and the requisite
financial stability and credit of the country adequately
secured ; that reasonable treatment is accorded to minor-
ities ; and that unfair discrimination is not practised
against any section of the community. In our opinion the
ultimate control of these matters must in present conditions
reside in the British Parliament."

On the question of the Central Government, the Despatch
commented upon the proposals of the Indian Statutory
Commission as not likely to produce what the Commission
desired to see, namely, a strong Central Government, and
remarked as follows :

" Indeed, they (the Commission) carry a stage further
a process which we consider has already reached the limits
of safety. The policy pursued in the past in developing
the constitution has been to make successive advances in
the Legislature while maintaining a more conservative
treatment in the Executive. A stage has now been reached
when the appropriate course appears to be to endeavour
to bring the development in the Legislature and the
Executive into closer co-ordination. . . . Responsiveness to
the Legislature is difficult to combine with a strict adherence
to the principle of responsibility to Parliament over the
whole field."

The whole trend of the Despatch was that it would be
desirable to look to some solution on the lines of a unitary
Government and that All-Indian Federation could not be
artificially hastened.

It was a carefully drawn document representing the
views of the Government of India ; but the innovation of
the Round Table Conference conspired against its serious
reception by any political party, whether in India or Great